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CRUISE
europe
EVENING

Dreaming of a hassle-free European holiday? 

Have you ever thought of a cruise in the Mediterranean or 
on the Rhine river, but wondered if it was the right holiday 
choice for you?  Come along Tuesday 23 July to find out 
all about life onboard both Ocean and River cruise liners 
in Europe, and also hear about our exciting fully escorted 
European cruises for 2014.

Ocean cruise, river cruise, or both! We have the perfect 
holiday for you ready to go.

when: Tuesday 23 July
time: 6pm-7pm
where: At a centrally located 

Christchurch venue

Call your local House of Travel 
or email us now

CRUISE EUROPE EVENING

HURRY PHONE US NOW 
TO SECURE YOUR SEAT TODAY!

Come in store
houseoftravel.co.nz

Addington 339 3440  |  Barrington 331 7182  |  Christchurch City 365 7687

Ferrymead 376 4022  |  Merivale 355 2200  | Northlands 352 4578

Riccarton 341 3900  |  Shirley 385 0710  |  Upper Riccarton 343 0869

Rangiora 313 0288

A group of women gather strength from sharing interests.

Confident duo: Alice Church and
Amelia Guild hike on Mt Olympus.
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Women
UNITE

SNOW VIEWS
Anna KeelingT

hree years ago a friend
asked me to join a ski
weekend in the South
Island with a crew of
women. Organised by a

Wanaka-based Scottish lady,
there was no doubt it would be a
good time.

I wanted in. I’d crossed paths
with Mission WOW (Women of
Winter, Women of Water,
Women of Wheels) – an
organisation that aims to
facilitate communities of like-
minded women to ski, bike and
surf together.

I was delighted by the
charming Scottish lilt of
Wanaka-based Jo Guest,
Mission Wow founder, during a
skype meeting and a (slight)
battle for interview time. With
degrees in zoology and
education, she has somehow
created a she-beast of outdoor
activity in three years.

Guest, who has lived in New
Zealand for 12 years, was
happily teaching at Mt Aspiring
College when she realised she
needed flexibility to be able to
return to Scotland to see family.
Quitting school, Guest returned
to Britain as the recession hit.

‘‘Many people I knew had
been made redundant and were
creating new jobs for
themselves by networking and
exchanging ideas,’’ she says. ‘‘If
you needed something done,
you’d find someone in your
community with the skills.

‘‘Later I was at Mt Olympus
Ski Area [in Canterbury] and I
asked if I could rent the entire
hut for a whole lot of friends and

friends of friends. It was a pilot
to see if my sport ideas exchange
would work. There’s this
electric group of people and I
wanted to create opportunities
for women to challenge them-
selves in my three passions:
surfing, skiing and biking.’’

She wanted participants to
feel secure so that they’d feel OK
stepping out of their comfort
zone, describing sport as ‘‘a
vehicle to get them to challenge
themselves’’.

Fired up by Guest’s energy,
we discussed the creation of a
series of Mission WOW ski
events in Canterbury this
winter. ‘‘I want to create a mini-
retreat in the budget sense. Can
you guide the backcountry
portion from Porters’ Alpine
Lodge?’’

Guest has this passion and
vigour that is palpable even via
cyberspace. We excitedly
discussed ski touring days,
whether there would be energy
for yoga afterwards – or whether
we’d just go straight to wine.
She encouraged the employment
of a new woman ski guide.
‘‘That’s exactly what I want –
this personal development and
sharing of skills,’’ she says.

‘‘I am an educator and I
promote personal development
but teaching at school was too
restrictive. When I created

WOW, it snowballed but it had
no structure and was too time-
consuming. Then Scott Sports
came on board in Europe.’’

Scott Sports’ request to
sponsor her event series in
Europe was met with disbelief
by Guest: ‘‘What event series?’’
Rallying to meet expectations,
Guest says that Scott’s support
gave her the encouragement to
get her ideas on track.

Late in the 2012 season, WOW
ventured to the North Island
where Guest hired ski guide
Heidi Godfrey to introduce
participants to ski touring.

‘‘It’s such a different crowd
up at Ruapehu,’’ she enthused.

‘‘Heidi is marvellous. The
crowd didn’t know touring at all
and were fabulously innocent.
Someone asked what was going
on when they saw a tourer
putting stickers [climbing skins]
on the bases of their skis to walk
uphill. It was brilliant.’’

In the words of one ski
participant: ‘‘No matter what
your age or stage, if you are a
lover of the outdoors, go for
WOW. It’s important for your
well being to look outside the
square and challenge yourself in
life . . . the atmosphere was fun,
nurturing and adventurous.’’

Along with fundraising for
One Percent Collective, the idea
of a community of women
sharing passion for outdoor
sports and making friends and
future plans makes perfect
sense.

i FIND OUT MORE
..................................................................

See missionwow.org
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